THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
are always to some extent cemented by fear.
The spectre of a premature dissolution is never
far away.   However much the position of a
Member of Parliament may be depreciated by
glib writers, it gives a very real status, power,
and engrossment of interest which its holders
are loth to risk.   In France the term of a Parlia-
ment is fixed, and Governments rise and fall
during its term.  In England the breakdown of a
Government probably involves an election in
which the former majority is almost certain to
suffer loss, if not disaster.   The dread of defeat
is always a potent factor for union in every
English House  of Commons.    This  fear  is
reinforced by a worthier motive.    Whatever
may be said by cynics, my own experience leads
me to assert that the great majority of members
have a true sense of responsibility and duty.
If they have a sincere attachment to their party
it is because they believe that no other could
so well conduct die national affairs.   They may,
indeed, carry their solidarity too far, but their
motives  in  maintaining  a  united  front  are
largely patriotic.   And to patriotism may often
be added a real personal loyalty to a leader and
resentment of cabals against him.
" But/' it may be said, " is not all this unity
bought at the expense of sincerity and con-
science ? Do not men vote, as the Persians
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